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Suppliers on the hunt for engineering talent
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Supplier Lyten will
use show to emerge
from ‘stealth mode’
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future product pipeline

*

Chip crisis stalls Tesla portfolio expansion

Michael Martinez
MM NN COm
esla Inc. has ambitious plans
o contimue adding vehicles
that upend the status guo and
challenge legacy astomakers,
but it's runming mto some famidsar
problems: namely, an inability (o de-
liver on (30 Flon Mu=k"s production
promses. Musk has sxid the ongoing
global semiconductor shortage will
be a faciee m Tesla's abdity o pro-
duce wehicles through the end of the
year and has already delayed plans
lor the Cybertruck, the next-genera-
tion Rosdster and a semitruck.

Beyoad that, the company contin-
ues Lo oy with the idea of adding
some sort of van as well as an inex-
pensive compact wehide, bat those
lenuous plans are subjedd Lo change
anytime Musk sends off a tweel

Compact vehicie: Musk first foat-
cd the idea of a compact wehadle,
priced at less than §25 000, af Tesla's
Battery Day event last year. The price
point would be achicved by the com-
pamy's new  battery technology,
which aams 1o cul costis. Musk, on 2
call with Tesla employees, repoctedly
said the wehide would launch in
2023, He also suggested it might nol
even have a steering wheel, echoing
previous comments that it would be
fally sutonomous, although there is
no indication the technalogy neces-
sary lor siech a move would be ready
{or legal ) wathin two years,

Model 3 ‘The vehide whose
launch gave Tesla so much trouble is
now onc of the company’s most 1m
portant products. All bt 1,895 of the
aulomaker's record 2019 sec-
ond-quarter global delivenies were
cither the Moded 3 or the Model Y
crossover. Tesla has mereased Model

3 prices mulliple times this year and
has made some cosmetic (weaks.
The Model 3 s expected o condinue
in the traditica of other Tesla veh-
des and not see a ggnificant rede-
sign in the near future, although the
company = expecied Lo conlinue of-
fering software update< and manar
inlerior design updates.

Model S: ‘The electnic sedan, first
introduced in 2012, received a major
intenror update this year with the ad-
ditton of the Plaid performance vari-
and. The changes indude a larger,
harizontally ariented touch screen, a
revised center corsole and a contro-

versial U-shaped sicering wheel, a5

well as a2 new screen for the back
seal. The exienior also received mi-
nor tweaks. The Modd S Plaxd can
accclerale from 0 Lo 80 mph in 1.99
scconds and has an estimated driv-
ing range of 196 miles. Afler promis-
ing an even [=sler, more powerful
Plaids varant, Musk canceled i,
saying the Plaid model was “jist so
good "

Roadster: Teda fams who frst
plunked down thousands of dollars
o reserve a nexl-generation Road-
ster when it was unveiled in 2007 will
have to wait a hule longer for what
Musk ha described 2= the prodoeat
portfolio’s “desert.” ‘The CHEO last
maonth tweeled that the redesign o
the company’s first hagh-perfor.-
mance EV has been dedayed and will
nol hkely ship unti] 2023, “assuming
X122 is not mega drama.”

Model Y: The launch of Teda's
newest crossover last year was nota
ble for two reasons: It occurred
during a pandemic and it came
oul ahead of schedule. Musk has
said Tesla wall scon change the Mod
el Y's produdtion process and nse a
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adding more horsepower and getting a
new seven-speed automatic trarsme
sion. [hat given the state of sedan sales
and coming emissons regulations, i i
likedy Lo end its run in 2024

T30s: "The compact crossover, new
in 2021, splits the segment wath the
larger Tiguan and will allemate with
it in the product cyde. It will be due
for a freshemng m 2024.

Tigean: ‘The freshened compact
crossower arrives in the ULS. this Gl
with extensive styling updates plus an
improved imfolainment system and
salcly upgrades aimed al sepanating it
in the segment from the new Taos. It
will be due for a redesign in 224

Atias/Atlas Cross Sport: Volk.
swagen's larger crossover family =
due to receive 2 madoycle freshening,
incdhuding an all-new intenor, n
2021, 'Though the wehicles remain
popular, it s undear whether they
will stick wath their current miernal
combusiion powertrain and be rede-
signed in the later hall of the decade
ot be replaced with dlecinic versions.

ID4: North American production
of the battery-powered IIM compact
crossover is (o begin in Chatlanocoga
in carly 2022, with a reengineered
version on sale that year featuring a
smaller G2-kilowatt-hour batlery
pack. It would be due for a freshen.
ing in 2025, given the brand’s tradi-
tronal product cycles.

ID Buzz: The retro-styled Microbus
is finally due Lo go on sale in the ULS.

in 2023, some five years aficr the
concept was shown, bul delivenies
likely won't take place untd late n
the year and could ship into 2024 The
1M is built in Hamburg, Germany,
alongside smaller cargo and passen-
ger versions for Furope. The ULS ver-
ston will have a longer wheclbase
and a roomicr indenor.

ID Aero: Volkswagen has promased
its dealers a third batlery-clectnic ve
hicde based on the MER architecture
o go dang with the 1D4 and 11 Buz,
one with betler acrodynamics. The
timing is still oy, but the 11 Aerose-
dan should be in the US. by 2024 and
look a lot like an dectrified Arteon.

Midsize pickup: VW dealers” desare
for 2 midsre pickup seems 1o have
been quashed by Germany, unless ex-
eoslives can make a business case for
a North Amenican-produced decinc
version built in Chatlancoga Whale
Ford has agreed to make the next-gen-
cratioen VW Amarok peckup, based on
the Pord Ranger, its sales will be limit-
ed to markets owstade the ULS. 083

The Model Y crossover ks expected
to get contimued software updates.

manufacturing system in whach “es-
sentially the rear third of the body =
cast as a single picce.” The Y is ex-
pected Lo get continued sofiware up
dates, although no design changes

are on the harizon.

Model X: Like the Model S, the X
received a freshened intenior this
year and a Plasd performance vari-
and, alihough this one = behind
schedule and has yet 1o ship. The
Model X Plaid boasts a 340-mile
range and a 04060 time of 2.5 sec-
onds. Tesla's website says Maodel X
Plxid deliveries are fargeied for
March o Apr 2022

Cybertruck: Musk's wedge-shaped
*North Amencan ass-kicker™ has
been delayed a year because of sup-
ply chain shorlages pummcling
nearly every automaker. ‘The dectric

peckup was originally scheduled 1o
debut in late 2021, once the comparny
compleies the Austin, Texas, factory
that will build i. But Musk reparicdly
delayed the launch (o late 2022, with
volume production nol comang until
laie 2023,

Mok sayx the ramp-up will be
comphcated by the amount of new
lechnology coming to the pickup.
Crucially, the deday means Ford Mo-
tor Ca. will beat the Cyberinack Lo
market with its electnic F-150. Once it
ramps up, Musk has said, Teska could
huaild 250,000 1o 200,000 Cybertrucks
annually. £X9
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